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Dear Parents and Students

I would like to welcome you all to Bourne Education Trust’s Richmond cluster summer review. It is an
opportunity to find out what is happening across our schools, particularly regarding student activities,
Year 6 induction, planned summer building projects and dates for autumn open events.
 
Farewells and introductions
I am sure many of you are aware that Kathy Pacey, Headteacher, will be leaving Teddington School at the
end of the school year. I would like to acknowledge her dedication in serving her school community so
well and leading its incredible journey to date. Testament to her success was Ofsted (November 2021)
acknowledging the many accolades of the school, and now, the new Headteacher, Paul Grills, will be
welcoming Year 7s into a full year group in September. Paul is currently Deputy Headteacher at Hampton
High and is keen to use his local knowledge of the area to serve the Teddington community and its fellow
Richmond cluster schools as well as possible.

I would also like to welcome Nick Elliott, Headteacher of the North East Surrey Short Stay School (an
associate member of the Bourne Education Trust) to our Richmond cluster of schools. 

Cluster collaboration
Despite examinations being the focus for many this term, cluster collaboration has continued. Regarding
staffing, I am delighted to inform you that Nicola Green, Assistant Headteacher at Teddington School will
be seconded to work at Twickenham School next year as part of its senior leadership team; further
supporting the collaboration across our schools.

As part of our calendar of events, Year 10 families from the BET Richmond cluster schools were warmly
welcomed to Teddington School’s Sixth Form Open Evening on the 6th July; allowing families to explore
the exceptional facilities and speak individually with specialist A Level teachers about course
combinations and future pathways including university destinations.

Harlequins Foundation plans for next year
It has been an amazing collaborative year with our friends from the Harlequins Foundation and I would
like to thank them personally for the student projects they have led so well across all our Richmond
cluster schools.

Both organisations are keen to develop our relationship further and are already in the planning stages for
next academic year’s programme to include a leadership course for our student leaders, enrichment
activities for some of our partner primary schools and an exploration in how its apprenticeship pathways
may support our students.
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Summer break
On behalf of all our Headteachers, I would like to wish all our families an enjoyable summer break and our
best wishes go out to our Year 13 and Year 11 students who will receive public examination results on
18th August and 25th August. Good luck!

Keeping in touch through social media
For real time updates on school life across the Richmond cluster, please don’t forget to follow our family
of schools on social media. Our schools use Twitter @hampton_high @TMA_School @teddingtonsch
@TwickSch and Facebook too. Here's to a great summer!

Yours faithfully

Steve Price
BET Executive Leader
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The rest of the school moved successfully into their new timetable in June, along with a slightly changed
school day. Our year 10 students are enjoying their status as the new year 11, and they are busy revising
before and after school now that their mocks have started - they are taking their exams very seriously!

We had many applicants to join the student leadership team and have a great team of head students and
prefects. They have great plans – with the leadership team within the eco-warriors already persuading
the Senior Leadership Team to have a non-uniform day on the very last day of term to raise money for eco
charities.

We were fortunate to welcome our new students on the Richmond-wide year 6 transition day on Monday
4th July, having met them with their families the week before for our meet and greet event – the first time
this has been able to take place in three years, so a real milestone.

Rebecca Poole, Headteacher
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Our open mornings will start in the third week of September –
please see the website for booking details for this. This will be
supplemented with online materials and the opportunity to take
part in online Q and A sessions with the Headteacher. These have
proven to be particularly popular over the last 2 years.

The summer holiday will see a lot of work being undertaken in
school with the introduction of interactive screens in classrooms
and also the investment in laptops for all staff. This will be
transformational for staff for many practical reasons, as well as
encouraging greater collaboration around pedagogy and creating
resources.

Have a great summer break!

Welcome to Hampton High!

As the summer term draws to a close, we have had plenty of time to reflect on how much has changed over
the past year, and how exciting the possibilities of next year are now that we are more established within
the Bourne Education Trust.

We have been rightly proud of our year 11 students as they have come in early to revise together for their
exams, enjoying the free breakfast on offer and talking to the staff who are on hand to support them. They
have approached their exams with real maturity – and are examples of great resilience, when we consider
how much disruption they have experienced over the last two years of their school life.

 



Welcome to North East Surrey Short Stay School!

The North East Surrey Short Stay School (NESSSS) is a Pupil Referral Unit which serves schools in the
boroughs of Elmbridge, Epsom & Ewell and Spelthorne. Children who attend the school have either been
permanently excluded or are at high risk. Often students arrive at NESSSS with a negative view of
education and this makes our mission very clear - we want to prepare students for the next stages of their
lives, whatever that may be, providing them with the qualifications, experiences and emotional support
they will need to move on.
 
Personally, I joined NESSSS on the 1st April 2021 on secondment from another Trust school, Matthew
Arnold. With the effects of the pandemic on young people only just beginning to really materialise, the
previous year has been a challenge. This has led to change of provision at the school and we now support
our 15 partner schools, using our outreach programmes to mentor and coach students back to school.
This has led to a 50% decrease in permanent exclusions in North East Surrey! 

Whilst leading the local “behaviour school” can sometimes be a challenge, leading a period of rapid
change and having such a big impact has been completely worth it and with BET's support, I am hoping
that we can turn NESSSS into something truly exceptional. I am also really excited to be working with
neighbouring BET schools in the Richmond cluster and look forward supporting collaboration for the
betterment of our students, staff and community.

Nick Elliott, Headteacher
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Welcome to Teddington School!

Teddington School has had an exciting summer term. Our year
11 and year 13 students successfully finished their
examinations and we celebrated with them at their graduation
ball and school prom, held at The Wharf in Teddington and
Hampton Golf Club. Both were fantastic venues and the
students and staff really enjoyed the evenings.
 
The rest of the school will be celebrating their hard work and
achievement during our year group events and their sports
days during the last week. We are looking forward to visiting
some theme parks with the students and having a great time
out together. Students have really enjoyed the recent Book
Week organised by our school librarian and author, Ms
Wallman and the English department. The students enjoyed
workshops and got to work with visiting authors.
 
Finally, this term, we have again some students that are ball
girls and boys at the Wimbledon Tennis Championships. There
is a gruelling training and application process and it is not easy
to secure a place, so we are very proud of their efforts.
 
On the 4th July we invited our new year 7 students into school
for their transition day. It was very successful, and we are
delighted that we are full in year 7 from September.
 
As we head into the summer holidays, there will be some
building improvements starting. We are fully refurbishing the
student toilets, building an all-weather canopy and finishing
the front of school single access points for heightened
security.
 
We look forward to welcoming families into school during our
open mornings, dates notes on the website, as well as our year
6 open evening on the 12th October.
 
Finally, I would like to wish Mr Grills every success as the new
Headteacher. I will miss Teddington very much and I am so
proud of our achievements. I want to thank all families for your
support over the past 5 years.

Kathy Pacey, Headteacher

MESSAGE FROM 
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Message from Mr Grills - new
Headteacher of Teddington School

I am immensely proud to be the newly
appointed Headteacher at Teddington
School and am looking forward to
working closely with staff, students
and families across the BET Richmond
cluster too.

I firmly believe that every child is
entitled to an excellent educational
experience, which offers breadth of
curriculum, academic rigour, and
opportunity; enabling them to leave
equipped with the skills to succeed in
whichever future pathway they
choose in their adult lives.

At Teddington, I want to ensure that
the experience every child receives is
first-class. Moving forward, I want to
develop the highest standards of
educational excellence whilst
promoting the importance of the
wider curriculum and breadth of
opportunity. This is an exciting new
chapter for our school. See you in
September!

Paul Grills
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Welcome to The Matthew Arnold School!

This is always a bittersweet time of the school year. We have said our goodbyes to year 11 students who
have been such an integral part of the school community and whom we have come to know so well. They
have displayed extraordinary resilience and determination throughout their time with us, and we wish
them all the very best for the future. 

At the same time the induction of a new cohort of students never fails to be inspiring. To look out over a
sea of excited and nervous faces, and to acknowledge the challenge of getting to know each and every
one of them, of unlocking their potential and above all of keeping them happy and safe is to remind
ourselves of why we came into education in the first place. Exactly the same can be said of our new staff,
particularly those who are just starting out in their careers. We wish all our new starters the very best and
undertake to do our utmost to ensure that they agree with our vision: “There is nowhere I’d rather be.”

I am also delighted to be welcoming back Philip Wragg, my Deputy Head, after a year on secondment to
Teddington School. They will miss what we are looking forward to regaining: his calm good humour and
good sense, his endless capacity for support and guidance, and his extraordinary ability to be on the spot
when you need him! He has recently also been working with the leadership team at Twickenham School.
His high presence within the Richmond Cluster is a perfect example of the collaborative approach of
Bourne Education Trust.

Philip will increasingly be taking over the day-to-day running of The Matthew Arnold School as we
diversify into specialist provision. I am privileged to have been given the opportunity to offer provision at
a specialist centre in West Molesey catering for ASD children. The two sites will be separate from each
other, but the opportunities for collaboration and the benefits of a deeper understanding into the autistic
spectrum speak for themselves.

Our remaining weeks of term see a return to the traditional highlights of the end of a successful year -
sports day, year trips, awards assemblies and of course our annual Race for Life, an event in which we
truly show what we can do when we unite as a community to raise money and awareness for Cancer
Research. This year’s event will have an added poignancy as we remember the enthusiastic participation
of Deborah James in our 2016 event when she was Deputy Head here, and who of course went on to do
so much for the cause in her own right.

We would like to extend our warmest wishes to everyone in the Richmond Cluster for a happy and
relaxing summer holiday!

Mary Gould, Headteacher
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Welcome to Twickenham School!

It has been a jam-packed summer term for all, with our students benefiting from National Literacy Day and
an assembly led by one of our former students, Bina Mehta MBE.

Many students also had their poetry published in a national anthology organised by the Young Writers’
Organisation. Their work will reside in the National Archives of the British Library. Other activities and
events that have crowded the school summer calendar include year 10 rowing at Hampton School, the
three times a week school cooking club and the Loudmouth Theatre Company delivering a performance of
‘Working for Marcus’ in support of the school’s pastoral and personal development curriculum.

Our primary transition programme has been working relentlessly to welcome our primary partners from
Heathfield, Trafalgar, Nelson and Bishop Perrin primary schools. Primary pupils experienced different
curriculum subjects in specialist areas. We also welcomed record numbers of year 6 pupils into our school
during transition day. Each pupil benefited also from a bumper summer transition pack. We can’t wait to
see them all for the September start.

It is going to be a busy time for the school during the summer holidays with lots of building works and IT
development. On the ground floor, an area will be remodelled to become the school’s Aspire Centre and I
am looking forward to showcasing the new facility to our students in the early part of the new school year.
We will also be replacing all desktop computers throughout the school, adding a further suite of
computers and installing interactive whiteboards in all classrooms. Finally, we will be transforming our
corridors and circulation areas, replacing and enhancing lighting with more energy efficient technology
and improving our playground. Exciting times!

I would ask that you keep a few dates free in your diary in the new school year to visit our school, see the
results of our summer works and most importantly for our primary school families - see us in action to help
make your secondary school choice. We have an open evening on the 4th October and open mornings on
the 7th, 10th and 11th October. We hope to see you then!

I would like to wish you all a happy summer break and I look forward to seeing our recently departed year
11s to collect their results on Thursday 25th August.

Assal Ruse, Headteacher
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